
The New Orleans Mission is 
one of hundreds of local partner 
organizations supported by your 
donations to Second Harvest. Their 
staff and volunteers provide food, 
shelter, clothing, and spiritual 
guidance daily to the city’s homeless, 
hurting, and hungry. 

“Our relationship with Second 
Harvest has been tremendous,” said 
John Proctor, Mission Director of 
Food Services. “We serve three meals 
a day to up to 250 men and women, 
and about eighty percent of all that 
food is donated by Second Harvest.” 

While homelessness has many 
root causes, Proctor says one issue 
overshadows all others: addiction. 

“Chemical addiction is the number 

one cause of homelessness in our 
area,” Proctor said. “It is not an easy 
thing, but we’ve seen many, many 
people find their way to the light by 
coming through our program. And 
that is much easier to do when you 
have a regular, nutritious meal in 
your stomach.” 

Second Harvest also partnered with 
the Mission to deliver hot meals 
and aid to last year’s August flood 
victims. 

“It was amazing. We went up to 
Denham Springs, Baton Rouge, 
Baker, and cooked for thousands. 
Second Harvest provided everything 
we needed, including cleaning 
supplies to hand out. We were so 
honored to be able to return the 
favor, because so many people in 

these flooded areas helped New 
Orleans victims after Katrina.” 

Proctor passed along his thanks to 
everyone who donates time, money, 
and food to Second Harvest. 

“You don’t know how much this 
means to us. Second Harvest not 
only helps people in need - they 
keep people alive.”

The thousands of volunteers who donate their time 
to Second Harvest every month are absolutely 
essential to our mission. Late last year, one of our 
longest-serving volunteers passed away after a 
lifetime of service to others. 

Tristram Coffin Jr. and his wife Marvel began 
volunteering with Second Harvest shortly after  
our founding in 1982. Their daughter Cheryl 
Johnson says her parents were instrumental in  
helping to get the original Second Harvest  
facility up and running.

“After a career with the Better Business Bureau,  
my Dad knew people at a lot of local businesses.  
He worked to help get freezer space at these places 
until Second Harvest could get a big enough one of 
their own.” 

So began 25 years of helping Second Harvest.  
“He helped out a lot with the bookkeeping. Even 
after computers became more common, he became 
a check on the computers,” she said with a laugh. 
“My mother had been his executive secretary at 

the Bureau, so she brought those skills to the front 
offices of Second Harvest.”

Mr. and Mrs. Coffin joined the ranks of many 
retired veterans who have volunteered at Second 
Harvest. They met in Miami (she was a WAVE who 
outranked him) shortly after WWII following his 
service as a Navy Signalman. He went on to enjoy 
a long career with the Better Business Bureau in 
Amarillo and New Orleans and was an active Rotary 
member in both cities. Following his retirement, 
fellow members of All Saints Episcopal Church in 
River Ridge recommended Second Harvest to the 
couple as a volunteer opportunity. 

Mr. Coffin’s decades of work at Second Harvest 
received both local and national attention. He 
was recognized for his volunteer work by the City 
of New Orleans at a Saints game, and in 2006, 
President George W. Bush presented him the 
President’s Volunteer Service Award. 

Following his passing last year, Mr. Coffin’s family 
notified us that he had left a very generous gift  
to Second Harvest in his will. His daughter 
explained why.

“I think Second Harvest really became his life, the 
people there became his family,” she said. “It was 
very important to him. He didn’t drive, and Second 
Harvest would arrange to pick him up and get 
him home in the evening. And someone at Second 
Harvest would always make sure he had lunch, 
sometimes the receptionist would bring in a dish  
just for him.” 

Our deepest thanks go out to the Coffin family, and 
especially to Mr. Coffin, whose life is a testimony to 
the power and reward found in serving others and 
the community. 
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How 40% of America’s food winds up in landfills & 
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We live in a country with the greatest food bounty in the world. 
Unfortunately, we also lead the world when it comes to food waste.  
Every year, 40% of all food that is grown, processed, and/or produced in 
the United States winds up in a landfill. In fact, it is estimated that up to 
60% of all produce is discarded. 

This is a staggering statistic. This works out to 20 pounds of food per month 
for every person in our nation. 

The problem of food waste is by no means limited to the United States, and 
is indeed a worldwide problem as well. However, the fact that billions of 
pounds of perfectly good, fresh food is lost even as millions of Americans go 
hungry and malnourished is particularly troubling.   

Second Harvest was founded in 1982 to specifically address the issue of food 
being thrown away in our local communities. Today, our mission has grown 
to rescue tens of millions of pounds of food per year. We do this by working 
with grocery stores, “big box” stores, food manufacturers and local farmers. 
This is truly a win-win scenario: We are able to provide millions of meals to 
those we serve; it is a cost savings for these partners, as they don’t have to 
pay to have it hauled to the landfill; and they often get a tax deduction on 
the donation. 

Second Harvest is rescuing as much of that food as possible from the 
garbage dump, but there is still so much more to do.  For example, 
educating the public on why so-called “ugly” food is healthy is no small task.  
Misshapen or slightly wilted produce may not be cosmetically pleasing but 
it can still be turned into delicious, healthy meals.

Thanks to your commitment to our mission, we can work together to  
rescue more food and ensure that these meals make it to the dinner tables  
of thousands of families struggling with hunger in South Louisiana.
 

Sincerely,

Natalie Jayroe
President and CEO

Once again this year, Second Harvest will provide thousands 
of free, nutritious meals to local children throughout the 
ten-week summer break. Community Kitchen Director 
Susan Goss says dozens of partner organizations will receive 
these meals entirely free of charge. 

“Many of these children survive through the rest of the year 
only because of the meals they receive at school,” Goss said. 
“For them, hunger becomes a serious issue in the summer. 
That’s where this program makes a major difference.”

Thanks to your help, our staff and volunteers will prepare, 
package, and deliver more than 200,000 meals over the 
course of the summer to children from low-income and 
needy families across our 23-parish service area. 

Our Summer Feeding program is also adapting to requests 

from our partner feeding sites. “We are working to meet the 
needs of our partner sites by offering a variety of options, 
including both hot and cold meals, along with snacks,” 
according to Goss. “And we also conduct extensive taste-
testing with our partners leading up to the program.” 

This is one of many childhood nutrition programs run 
by Second Harvest, and monetary donations are vital to 
keeping this program going. If you’d like to help underwrite 
the cost of this and other programs, please contact  
Chief Impact Officer Melanie McGuire:  
mmcguire1@secondharvest.org or at 504-729-6340 

If you’re interested in volunteering in our Community 
Kitchen, contact Volunteer & Community Outreach 
Coordinator Vanessa Cave-Herazo: 
vcaveherazo@secondharvest.org or 504-729-2850

More Ways to Help

Your Support Feeds At-Risk Children 
During the Summer
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Rubber Duck Derby is coming up! One of the biggest 
Second Harvest fundraisers of the year takes place on 
Saturday, June 3, at Big Lake in New Orleans City Park. 
The Derby features thousands of rubber ducks racing 
along the lake, cheered on by a crowd of onlookers. 

“It’s a fun, family-friendly event,” said Community 
Relations Manager Kathryn Gsell. “Not only does the 
Derby raise tens of thousands of dollars for Second 
Harvest, it is also a community event that helps us bring 
attention to the mission of our organization.” 

You can ‘adopt’ your duck today for $5, or buy a Quack 
Pack of six ducks for $25. A $5 contribution helps 

Second Harvest provide 15 meals for a child in need. 
The owner of the duck that crosses the finish line first 
wins the grand prize of $5,000! Runners-up will also 
win other great prizes. 

This year’s Rubber Duck Derby is possible thanks 
to presenting sponsor Capital One, and to these 
community sponsors:  Buffalo Trace, Crystal Clear 
Imaging, French Market Coffee, Iconic Protein, Jose 
Cuervo, New Orleans Magazine, Raising Cane’s 
Chicken Fingers, Tito’s Handmade Vodka,  
WDSU-TV, and WWL Radio. 
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Adopt a Duck, Feed a Child!

“Many of these 
children survive 
through the rest of 
the year only because 
of the meals they 
receive at school. 
For them, hunger 
becomes a serious 
issue in the summer. 
That’s where this 
program makes a 
major difference.”

$218 billion
worth of food is 
thrown away each 
year.

72 billion 
pounds
of food is lost each 
year, not including 
waste at home.

21% of  
landfill
volume is food 
waste.

21% of 
fresh water
is used to produce  
food that is later
discarded.

2016 Annual National Figures

President’s Message: 
What a Waste 

RUBBER DUCK DERBY 
SATURDAY, JUNE 3 | 4pm | BIG LAKE IN CITY PARK

$5 A DUCK
6 DUCKS FOR $25
$5,000 GRAND PRIZE 

Help Today. no-hunger.org

Winners need not be present to win.

To adopt your ducks today visit no-hunger.org  

or contact Kathryn Gsell at 504.729.2820 or  

kgsell@secondharvest.org.


